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METRONET — RAILCARS — ALSTOM CONTRACT 
Statement 

HON NEIL THOMSON (Mining and Pastoral) [6.38 pm]: I rise tonight to express my frustration and concern 
with the hypocrisy of the McGowan government, particularly in the transport portfolio and the lack of accountability 
around the contract with Alstom to build railcars in Western Australia. The reason I am frustrated and feel this is 
worthy of some discussion in the 10 minutes that I have is that the Minister for Industrial Relations in the other 
place recently made a very strong call —  

Point of Order 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: The Minister for Industrial Relations is actually in this house—that is me. 
Hon NEIL THOMSON: Sorry, minister. 

Statement Resumed 
Hon NEIL THOMSON: The minister representing the Minister for Industrial Relations in the other place made 
this comment, which is recorded in Hansard. I will paraphrase a little and then I will give the quote exactly. The 
minister made the point that, basically, exclusions in the current legislation will require reform. That is all very 
well, but then Hansard shows he said — 

The commonwealth government has identified these antiquated exclusions as a barrier to Australia ratifying 
the International Labour Organization’s Protocol of 2014 to the Forced Labour Convention, 1930. This 
important protocol aims to support the global fight against forced labour, people trafficking and modern 
slavery. 

That is all well and good, but the situation in Western Australia, for those who have taken notice, was outlined in 
an article dated 28 June titled “Perth’s billion-dollar train deal linked to exploited Uighur workers in China” by 
Marta Pascual Juanola, who has now moved to The Age in Melbourne. She wrote a very informative article about 
this contract between Alstom and the KTK Group, and I raised some questions about this with the minister in 
question time. The journalist had made the effort and lodged freedom of information requests with the minister for 
correspondence concerning the KTK Group and Alstom’s contract; she sought all the communications on that 
matter. She obtained a table—I appreciate that she passed this on to me—outlining the correspondence that occurred 
over time. The first item provided is an email from the office of Minister Saffioti dated 24 July 2020, at 10.42 am. 
Further correspondence dated 19 October was provided. Then there is a briefing note. The first briefing note that 
comes up on the list is not dated, and it stated that the reason access had been refused was that the information, if 
disclosed, would reasonably be expected to have an adverse effect on a third party’s business and affairs. That is 
all well and good, but I asked when the minister was made aware of these concerns and I received a very terse and 
I think unsatisfactory answer. The people of Western Australia deserve to know more about what the minister 
knew and what advice was provided. It is not fair to the people of Western Australia, particularly given these very 
important issues of slave labour, people trafficking and modern slavey, which we all abhor and detest, and we all 
want to oppose. This government seems to have this double standard. 
Hon Kyle McGinn interjected. 
Hon NEIL THOMSON: We do not have — 
Hon Kyle McGinn interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon NEIL THOMSON: We have the minister representing the Minister for Industrial Relations in the other 
place saying how important it is to block this loophole in the industrial relations law. If the Industrial Relations 
Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 does that, I am fully supportive of it but the measure of the government’s 
hypocrisy is quite stunning.  
The reason for my concern and why this issue has piqued my interest is that I absolutely abhor, as I would hope 
most members in this place would, any issues related to human rights abuses, particularly to slavery. I will read to 
members a statement from the Department of Commerce. 
Hon Kyle McGinn interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Neil Thomson has the call.  
Hon NEIL THOMSON: Thank you, President. This is a very important matter. I just hope the other side listens 
and respects this issue, because it is a vital issue. I want to read some of what the Department of Commerce in the 
United States has said — 
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The Department of Commerce’s Bureau of Industry and Security … added to the Entity List 11 Chinese 
companies implicated in human rights violations and abuses in the implementation of the People’s Republic 
of China’s … campaign of repression — 

Just think of these words — 
mass arbitrary detention, forced labor, involuntary collection of biometric data, and genetic analyses targeted 
at Muslim minority groups from the Xinjiang — 

I think that is how you say it — 
Uyghur Autonomous Region … 

There is more in that. I seek leave to table this document. 
The PRESIDENT: Can you just name the document, honourable member? 
Hon NEIL THOMSON: The document is from the US Office of Public Affairs and is titled, in part, “Commerce 
Department Adds Eleven Chinese Entities”. It is from the website of the US Department of Commerce. 
[Leave granted. See paper 950.] 
Hon NEIL THOMSON: It is important that people familiarise themselves with this. We have a situation in 
Western Australia when the minister just sees fit to say, “I have sought assurances from Alstom on this matter; 
therefore, I do not need to answer or even inquire or give consideration to what is going on.” 
I want to read one last point from the freedom of information document that was provided, which really highlights 
the issue of why we ended up with KTK Group being in a subcontract situation with Alstom. Obviously, these 
concerns were rumbling around the minister’s office. In fact, emails were going to and fro. There were not too 
many, but I have one that is very important. I will read it to members. Some matters have been redacted. It is dated 
23 December 2020. It says — 

Gents, 
I have spoken with … — 

This is outside the ambit; we cannot see the name — 
from Alstom this afternoon who confirmed the following; 
1. Impact to Train Delivery Dates if Direction Given Not to Use KTK … — 

The name is blank — 
noted that provided such a direction was given soon there would be very little impact. Alstom have identified 
replacement suppliers in the main on the east coast and stated that whilst they may deliver slightly later 
than KTK the time would not impact significantly on railcar production as Alstom could slot the installation 
of the components into their assembly point without much impact on final completion dates. 

We have a situation whereby the Department of Commerce in the United States, which is our closest ally, almost, 
you would say—I assume the US is our closest ally, maybe along with the United Kingdom; they are our two closest 
allies—has made a very damning finding in relation to that particular company. We do not know the basis for that, 
but I am sure it has more intelligence than the Western Australian government. It has seen fit to bar that company 
from trading in the United States by the look of it and, as far as I can tell, that continues to this day. The only reason 
that the minister did not direct Alstom was that it might result in some small delay. There is further commentary, 
which I will not read, that there might also have been some cost—cost for the assurance of avoiding the despicable 
potential. In the absence of any proper inquiry and in the absence of any assessment, I would have thought that the 
safe course of action would have been for this government to use Australian suppliers on the east coast, or even, as 
this email goes on to say, in Western Australia. It is an absolute disgrace that I then get answers that are completely 
opaque and devoid of any detail, because I have had the temerity to ask, for example, about the size of the subcontract 
component to KTK. I did not even get an answer on that because it is somehow commercial-in-confidence. 

House adjourned at 6.48 pm 
__________ 
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